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“Aaron Armstrong’s heart to minister to the least of these is on
full display in this concise book about the opportunities and limita-
tions of ministry to the poor. Challenging our own idolatry, our
own motivations, and our own actions, Awaiting a Savior reorients
our mercy ministry around the gospel, seeking to show how a life of
love is the overflow of a grace-filled heart.”

Trevin Wax, editor of 7TGM (Theology, Gospel, Mission) and
author of Counterfeir Gospels and Holy Subversion

“Aaron Armstrong has not only thought hard about alleviating
poverty, he’s also worked hard at it. Consequently, this biblical
theology of poverty is a mixture of pessimism, optimism, and
realism. He’s rightly pessimistic about humanistic solutions, he’s
brightly optimistic about God’s ultimate solution, and he’s practi-
cally realistic about the best and most the Church can do in this
presentage.”

Dr. David P. Murray, professor, Puritan Reformed
Theological Seminary; president of HeadHeartHand Media

“Finally, a book that tackles the subject of poverty in a biblical,
balanced, thought-provoking, and convicting manner! In his book,
Aaron manages to walk the fine line of calling for a biblical solution
to poverty without causing the reader to feel overly burdened with
unnecessary, unbiblical guilt. He also shows how biblical gener-
osity is ultimately rooted in the generosity of God himself. Too
many times I've seen the call for generosity fueled by legalistic guilt.
Aaron instead points the reader to the glories of the gospel as the
motivation for giving. Read this book. Discuss it with your friends.
Be generous!”

Stephen Altrogge, author of The Greener Grass Conspiracy;
pastor; blogger at TheBlazingCenter.com

“While many books on eradicating poverty focus solely on
statistics and need as motivating tactics, Awaiting a Savior moves
beyond the stats, the great need, and excellently emphasizes



addressing the root of poverty and what motivates us to adress

the issue. The redemptive story of God highlighted in this book

provides the grace-based motivation in the gospel necessary to

provide the most holistic and sustainable response to the great need

around us. Few books so astutely combine a comprehensive theo-

logical look at poverty with empowering, inspirational motivation.”
Logan Gentry, Pastor of Community & Justice, Apostles
Church, NYC

“In his book, Awaiting a Savior, Aaron Armstrong addresses
the issue of poverty ina clear and theologically practical way.
Armstrong does a good job emphasizing sin’s damaging effects on
economics and pointing to the one true hope of the world, Jesus.
This book is a valuable resource to help Christians think biblically
when it comes to finances, economics, resources, and poverty.”

Pastor Bubba Jennings, Mars Hill Church, Seattle, WA

“In our highly activist, solutions-oriented generation, we easily
think that we ourselves are the solution to the world’s social ills,
particularly poverty. But the problem of poverty is the problem of
sin and its solution lies in the heart of the gospel. Aaron Armstrong
brilliantly brings us back to Genesis and delivers a theologically
robust vision for obeying the Scriptures’ command to help the poor
while living in anxious anticipation of Christ’s coming Kingdom.”

Daniel Darling, Senior Pastor of Gages Lake Bible Church;
author, iFaith: Connecting to God in the 2 1st Century

“We all care about poverty, but caring isn’t enough. We need
to move beyond feelings and good intentions. In Awaiting a Savior,
Aaron Armstrong helps us think theologically about poverty,
because we’ll never know how to respond until we understand
both the issue and our response from a biblical perspective. He then
shows us how we can respond out of grace, not guilt. This book is a
clear and insightful look at an issue that’s on all of our minds.”
Darryl Dash, pastor, blogger at DashHouse.com



“Aaron Armstrong has succeeded in helping us see the solution
to poverty in a biblical light. He understands that poverty itself is no
more aroot problem than those things said to be born out of it, such
as economic oppression or social injustice. Thus, he calls us back to
Scripture to see that the real root problem is sin and that the answer
is found in nothing less than the enduring good news of Jesus
Christ. With so much confusion in the Church and para-church
ministries regarding a Christian response to poverty and so much
interest in social justice presently, this volume is an urgent read for
any Christian who has a genuine interest in helping the poor.”

N. D. Muscutt, Pastor, Newcastle Fellowship Baptist Church

“ Awaiting a Savior is a compelling and captivating book that

looks at global poverty through the wide-angle lens of the gospel.
Aaron Armstrong’s book will likely change the way you look at
the problem of poverty in our world and how you think about
addressing it. But what I love most about Awaiting a Savior is that it
empowers us to care for the poor by making much of Jesus.”

Dan Cruver, author of Reclaiming Adoption, director of

Together for Adoption

“Aaron Armstrong’s book, Awaiting A Savior, brings a fresh
approach to the world-wide problem of poverty. Itis gospel-driven,
Jesus-centered, and gets at the real but often overlooked cause of
poverty. This is not another book that takes you on a guilt trip
becuase we’re ‘not doing enough.” It is not filled with lists of all
the things we should do to eliminate poverty, but rather is a solid
theological treatment of what poverty really stems from and how
to see it within a biblical framework. Aaron has provided thought
provoking questions throughout that will get your brain churning.”

Pastor Dave Kraft, Mars Hill Church, Orange County, CA;
author of Leaders Who Last
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Introduction

THE REAL ISSUE

“What’s the real issue”

The question on the billboard had done its job. “I
wonder what that’s about?” I asked my wife. “Not sure,”
she replied. “Maybe you should go to the website.” And
later that day I sat down at the computer to learn what,
exactly, was the real issue.

Apparently, it’s poverty.

I read that, despite living in one of the richest cities in
one of the wealthiest countries in the world, almost one in
five children here in London, Ontario is born into poverty.
Seventeen percent of citizens can’t afford to buy groceries
or keep aroof over their heads.' I began to imagine: could
it be that one of every five families we know doesn’t have
enough food or is in danger of becoming homeless?

“What am I supposed to do about this?” I wondered
as I read on. Here’s what the site recommended:

1. Giveyour time and resources to local aid groups, like
food banks and local initiatives that provide basic
needs such as food, baby items, storage space, and
clothing.
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2. Advocate for change in government policies.

Engage in discussion online about solutions and what

you think is or isn’t working in current policies.

Give, talk to the government, and engage with others
over these issues. Do these responses get at the core of the
issue?

This kind of clear, simple, action-oriented advice is
found in much of the talk about poverty. Actions like these
can have value, but you don’t have to look too hard to see
that especially on a global scale, people are already giving
alot of money and talking a great deal about poverty.
Experts like Jeffrey Sachs and Paul Collier are writing
about the causes of and solutions to poverty. Hundreds—
more likely, thousands— of charitable organizations large
and small are raising awareness regarding the poor and
seeking to bring them relief. Even rock star/activist Bono
has gotten into the mix. His organization, ONE, hopes
to get the First World to cancel Third World debt and
provide additional relief dollars to impoverished nations.3

Of course, most people who focus on poverty see it
as wrapped up in larger questions of injustice and inequal-
ity. Yet the proposed solutions remain the same: resource
distribution, awareness, and effort. Do we just need more
of all three? If we can distribute resources differently, put
the right government and private-sector policies in place,
and shift some of our personal and social priorities, shall
all be well?

This perspective, however well-intentioned, is fun-
damentally flawed. We should have a heart of generosity
toward the poor, and there is certainly a place for giving.
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We can and should commend the work of many of the
organizations seeking to serve and support the poor. As
Christians, we should be compassionate toward the poor
and pray for them. And it is always worth evaluating
whether government policies are helping or hurting.

But, especially as Christians, we need to be very clear
about something. Resources and awareness and policies
are important, but poverty is not fundamentally about
any of these things.

The root cause of poverty is sin.

Don’t conclude too quickly that you know precisely
what I mean by this statement, or that you understand
exactly what applications should follow from it. This
apparently simple sentence is just the beginning of a com-
plicated conversation.

The Problem at the Heart of
Poverty
Everywhere you look, there is evil—lying, murder, theft,
adultery, abuse, apathy, and all the rest. You cannot turn
onthe TV or radio or go online without being confronted
by sin. And sin is not simply something we do—it’s part of
who we are. You and I, along with every human who has
ever lived, are born sinners.* Before we take our first breath,
we are ruled by sin. We love itand are naturally its slaves.
Yet the pervasiveness and nature of sin is missing
completely from most of today’s discussion surround-
ing poverty. The idea that we can wipe out injustice and
inequality for good overlooks the fundamental problem
of our sinful nature. Therefore, the basic premise of this
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book is that our good faith efforts to address legitimate
questions of poverty and injustice must never lose sight of
the fact that poverty will persist as long as the heart of man
isruled by sin.

Christians can often overlook this as well as unbe-
lievers can, which leads to even more confusion. Some
of us hold to a theology declaring that it is our mandate
as the Church to bring about the end of poverty. Others,
holding a different theology, seem content to do nothing
atall and wait for Christ to return. Neither approach is
acceptable.

I wrote this book because I am among those who
believe that the Bible’s teaching on poverty is clear and
carries clear implications for us as Christians. We need to
be able to think about and respond to these issues bibli-
cally. T hope to show that the best way to help the poor is
to minister to them as the Church, in both word and deed,
to the glory of God.

This is no academic exercise for me. As an employee
of a Christian charity that works with the Church to care
for the poor, I have seen real poverty firsthand —and I
have seen the rich hope that the gospel brings to those
who liveinit. As a husband and father, I am eager to teach
my family how we can respond faithfully and effectively
to the needs of the poor —economic needs, spiritual needs,
human needs.

I have hope that there is a biblical and effective way
for the Church to serve the poor. I want you to have that
hope as well. As Christians, we don’t have the option
to ignore true poverty, and we must not waste our time

10
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and resources on approaches that ignore the pervasive
presence of sin in every heart.

When Ilook at poverty, I do not feel defeated. When
I see the needs of the world, I am not disheartened. When
I'weigh the clear responsibilities we have to care for the
poor,’ I am not overwhelmed. I know there are things we
can do to serve the poor, that God will give us grace to do
them, and that he will take pleasure in our efforts—where
we succeed and even where we fail.

I also know that hope for truly resolving the injus-
tices of this world is not to be found in utopian visions of
global partnership, or pouring massive amounts of money
into relief efforts, or even in providing food, education,
and opportunities to people who don’t have them. While
we are responsible for pursuing biblical solutions to
poverty, our only hope for an ultimate solution is in the
return of Christ, when be will put an end once and for
all to sin, suffering, and death, and bring about the new
creation. That’s the hope I want to share with you in this

book.

Reflect, Discuss, Apply

1. Before you picked up this book, what was your
perspective on poverty in general and how Christians
should respond? Write a paragraph summarizing
your thoughts. If you’re in a group study, share what
you’ve written with your group.

2. Haveyouever been or are you currently involved

1
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with any organization serving the poor in your
community ? What would you say is the goal of that
organization?

3. Haveyou traveled to the developing world as part of
ashort-term missions group? If so, what have you
learned from those experiences?

4. Theauthor writes that the real issue behind poverty
lies within the heart of man. Do you agree? Explain
your answer.

5. Read Psalm §1:1-6. What does David say about man’s
state?

6. Whatis at least one thing you hope to take away from
this study?

12
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POVERTYIS
SPIRITUAL

The Persistence of Sin

Some of the best moments in parenthood happen
when you see that your efforts to teach your children to
become civilized human beings are actually paying off.
One day they can do almost nothing on their own. Butin
afew short years they are dressing themselves, practicing
the alphabet, praying, coloring, and expressing distinct
preferences about breakfast foods. Without instruction
and example, children would learn almost none of this.
They must be taught.

But there’s one thing no parent ever has to teach:
how to lie. It seems to be a natural talent (if you can call
it that) —no instruction necessary, no assembly required.
Lies, gossip, slander, mockery, and showing off come so
easily to us that they seem almost instinctual, as if we were
made to do them. Yet, as we examine the Scriptures, we
learn something very different. These things that seem so
natural are not the result of how we were made. They’re
the result of a curse.

13
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How the Curse Came

How were we created in the beginning? Where did this
curse come from? And what does it mean for our study of
the roots of poverty? To answer these questions, we need
to start, as the Scriptures do—at the beginning.

The opening of the book of Genesis describes the
creation of the universe. Over the course of six days,

God literally spoke the world into existence—light and
darkness, day and night, land and sea, plant and animals,
the sun and moon and stars—everything. As each new
creation emerged, God “saw that it was good.”” There

was no flaw, fault, or error. All was exactly as God desired
itto be. Then, God spoke again, creating the first humans.
But when he speaks this time, he says something different.
He doesn’t say, “I will make man according to their kinds,”
as he did with plants and with animals. He says, “Let us
make man in our image, after our likeness.”

Put simply, God made humans to be fundamen-
tally different than the rest of creation. We were given

“dominion...over all the earth” and everything in it. We
were called to “fill the earth and subdue it.” Humans were
intended to be more than just another part of the created
order. No other creature was given this command to govern
and steward the earth. Man and woman were intended to
represent God in the place he had made for them.

With the creation of the first man and woman, God
saw “everything that he had made, and behold, it was very
good.” The divine work of creation was now complete.
Genesis chapter two leaves us with a picture of the “very
good”-ness of creation as the man and the woman enjoy

14
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a perfect relationship with one another, with the rest of
creation, and most importantly with their Creator." It
was a world in which poverty could not exist. A world free
from any material, relational, or spiritual need. It’s the
world we still long for today.

In this perfect world, there was only one rule, found
in Genesis 2:16-17: “You may surely eat of every tree of
the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall surely die.” We don’t know how many days, months,
or years passed, but for some time Adam and Eve obeyed
that single command. Then the serpent came, a cunning
creature that was no mere reptile. He was apparently the
devil himself,’> come with one agenda: to tempt God’s
image-bearers to reject their Creator.

What makes the serpent so cunning is that he doesn’t
grandstand. His technique for tempting Adam and Eve to
disobey God is subtle and understated. He starts by simply
slithering up to the woman and starting a conversation.

“Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any tree in
the garden’?” the serpent asks.” At first glance, it almost
sounds like the serpent is merely asking for clarification.
But something else is going on. God had made a ruling
about one single tree. By suggesting that God’s prohibi-
tion extended to every tree, the serpent misrepresents
God. He also positions Eve to begin to think differently
about God and his commands. That’s the way temptation
is: subtle, multi-layered, and easy to miss.

The serpent’s temptation leads Eve to fix her eyes
on what she doesn’t have—freedom to eat of the fruit of
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this one tree—rather than on all that God has graciously
provided,+ and this discontentment gives the serpent his
opportunity to strike. You can almost hear the twisted
delight in his voice as he says, “You will not surely die.
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.”ss
With Eve already contemplating disobedience, the
serpent gives her a final incentive to sin: she will be like God.
If she does the one thing she is forbidden from doing (eating
from that particular tree) she will have the one thing she
does not now possess: a supposed equality with God —the
God who suddenly seems so unreasonable and oppressive.
Allit took was a single question—a conversation
starter—to move Eve along the serpent’s train of thought.
She went from devoted follower and faithful friend of

God to not merely doubting God’s goodness, but wanting
to be like him.

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband
who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both
were opened, and they knew that they were naked.*¢

This is how sin entered the world. God’s image bearers
chose to believe the lie that they could be “like God” —
equal to him, and therefore not subject to his commands.

It’s the same lie we believe today, appearing in

16
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countless different manifestations and touching every
aspect of our lives. We want to wrestle control of our
destinies away from God. Being the only creatures called
to exercise dominion on God’s behalf isn’t quite enough
for us. We don’t want to settle for being God’s represen-
tatives, we want to be more “like God” than that—we
want control. (As we will discuss later, this desire to force
outcomes and control destinies has come to dominate
much of the antipoverty movement.)

The result of Adam and Eve’s disobedience was
justas God had predicted: “you shall surely die.” Death
came, suddenly and swiftly, even if physical death was not
immediate. Spiritually, the man and the woman died in their
trespasses and sins, becoming children of wrath, enslaved to
sin.”” So our inheritance from our first parents became not
alife of blessing and joyful fellowship with God, but death
and damnation: “sin came into the world through one
man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men
because all sinned,” wrote the apostle Paul.”

Sin destroyed Adam and Eve’s relationship with God
and devastated their relationship with each other and the
rest of creation. They became ashamed of their nakedness
and hid themselves, first from one another and then from
God when they heard him in the garden. Adam and Eve
became different people, fallen sinners, given to evasion
and blameshifting and making excuses for their sinful
behavior.” They not only flagrantly disobeyed God, but
they then went on a mission to deny responsibility for
their disobedience.

God responded with a curse.

17
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The Curse, Spoken and
Manifested

First God cursed the serpent, then Eve, then Adam.
All these curses are still in effect, still obvious. For our

purposes, we will consider only the curses spoken over
Eveand Adam.

The curse upon Eve and relationships. God’s
curse upon Eve brought great pain in childbearing and
afractured relationship with her husband. “Your desire
shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you,”
we’re told.* This part of Eve’s curse seems to be about
control—a constant jockeying for position that can
devastate male-female relationships. Without suggesting
that women take exclusive responsibility for relational dif-
ficulties, we can certainly see this curse manifested today.

The curse upon Adam and economics. Whereas the
curse upon Eve is primarily about interpersonal relation-
ships, Adam’s curse spreads outward to all economic life.
The ground is cursed because of him, so meeting material
needs will be difficult. Fruitfulness will require toil. At
every turn, forces from outside will oppose our efforts at
material advancement. Prosperity will always be challeng-
ing and elusive. The very materials and processes we work
with to try to create prosperity will resist us. And it will
continue like this until the day we die.

Today, as it has been since the fall of Adam and Eve, all
our efforts to provide and prosper meet with opposition.
From subsistence farmers in forgotten corners of the globe
to CEOs in corner offices, all progress requires toil. The

18
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curse on labor is still in effect, and this has extensive impli-
cations for how we understand and respond to poverty.

It’s also obvious that the excuse-making and blame-
shifting we see Adam demonstrating in the Garden
continued after the fall, as men frequently fail to take
responsibility for their actions or the actions of those
under their leadership:

e We see it with Aaron when, after he fashioned a golden

calf for the grumbling people of Israel, said to Moses,
“I'don’t know how this calf got here—1 just took the
gold, threw it in the fire and out came a calf.”*

e We see it in Eli who failed to correct his sons when
they had abused their positions as priests of the
people of God.»

*  We see it with David’s messed-up family and his re-
fusal to discipline his children, which led to the rape
of his daughter, one son’s murder, and another son’s
attempted coup d’état.

* We even see it today as popular entertainment,
which always echoes the culture, features so many
sitcoms built around bumbling, bungling, irrespon-
sible men.

Poverty, a Result of the Curse
Adam and Eve’s disobedience resulted not in the fulfill-
ment of their desire to be like God butin a curse. Sin
backfired, as it always does. The curse is at work continu-
ally even today, in more ways than anyone can count, and
in every life—no exceptions.

19
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If not for the curse— God’s just response to Adam
and Eve’s fall into sin—and therefore the fact that we face
constant opposition as we aim to be productive, we might
noteven call it “working.” Life would be very different—
in ways that we may not be able to imagine well until we
are with Christ in the new heavens and new earth.

Everything about Adam and Eve’s fall makes economic
prosperity difficult and elusive. In fact, the fall has made
poverty the default setting, an ever-present gravitational pull
intent on dragging us down. This is true not only because it
is now harder to produce material wealth but also because
the fall triggered an ongoing cascade of relational challenges
characterized by blame-shifting and excuses about our sin,
as well as an ongoing desire in each of us to play God over
one another. Hardly a recipe for success.

The Difference hetween Root
and Branch
People who study poverty today have a hard job.

First, you must define what poverty is. How poor is
poor? There are many levels of poverty, and poverty in
North America can look very different, for example, from
poverty in West Africa. Then you must consider a huge
number of factors to try to figure out what mix of things
is really “causing” poverty.

Butif you are one of these researchers, you may
have an even bigger obstacle before you. If you don’t
understand what happened in the Garden of Eden, you
are missing the single biggest factor that contributes to
poverty. You are blind to the fundamental, underly-

20
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ing cause. You can see lots of branches, but you don’t
realize they all connect to a root. You can recognize many
symptoms, but you end up imagining that the symptoms
are the disease itself.

Material poverty. For some researchers, poverty is
all about what people have or don’t have. The focus is
on whether a particular society is experiencing economic
growth, or whether people have shoes, proper food and
shelter, or access to basic medical care.

External factors. Other researchers may include

additional factors in their analysis. Is government cor-
ruption damaging the economy and preventing the
fair distribution of existing resources? Is the country
landlocked without any good trade routes, seaports, or
airports? Are cycles of civil war and political instability
preventing an economy from gaining traction?

It’s easy to look at something as ambiguous and
complex as poverty and try to define it exclusively in
terms of external factors or the lack of material posses-
sions. But when we do that, we are looking only at the
effects of sin and the curse, not sin zzself.

All of this goes back to the curse. Soil that produces
few edible plants is a result of the curse. War and corrup-
tion and cheating go back to the curse because they are
driven by people who, being sinners, want desperately to
become rich, powerful, and autonomous—like God.

All poverty has its roots in the curse. Everything else
is just branches. Poverty, therefore, is fundamentally a
spiritual issue, not a material issue or a matter of policies
and systems and government. This is why the solutions
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that are frequently offered to “solve the poverty problem,”
even if well-intentioned, can seem insufficient.

Some suggest, for example, that we could end poverty
by redistributing wealth: those with more material pros-
perity would sacrifice in order to bless those who have
less. This could be accomplished, we are told, by eliminat-
ing the debts of the poorest countries, increasing the aid
that richer countries give to poorer ones,* and seeking to
stimulate the economies of weaker countries. The idea s
that this would create a “new normal” for poor countries
and give them a fresh start economically.

Others say the solution must come from within the
poor nation itself. Poverty can only end if the society
trapped in it wants to change, although we can encourage
them to help themselves through aid, security, trade, and
better laws and charters.*

These ideas are not all bad. Some even follow biblical
principles of compassion and generosity. It is certainly
possible to do some good by using these approaches. But
nowhere in these analyses is the root problem of sin taken
1nto account.

If itis true, as [ have suggested, that the Bible teaches
that poverty is the result of sin and the curse, these
solutions are treating symptoms, not cause; they are
pruning branches, not digging up the root. The ultimate
issue behind poverty is sin.

Having said that, however, we need to go even deeper.

We need to introduce the core idea of the rest of this book.

In the final analysis, sin is the poverty from which we
all suffer.
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The Ultimate Poverty

Let me be clear. I am not saying that material poverty
comes when God punishes particular individuals or
particular people for particular sins. At times, God may
choose to discipline people through material means, buta
“punishment” view of poverty is not necessary to account
for the poverty we see. We live in a fallen world, a world
living under a curse as the direct result of Adam and Eve’s
sin, and that in itself is more than enough to account for
the world’s poverty.

The first man and woman were created in the image
and likeness of God and declared “very good” in his eyes.
They were then given the task of serving as God’s repre-
sentatives within creation. For a time, they lived in perfect
harmony with God, each other, and the world around
them. But when they chose to sin, everything changed.
Their original identity was lost. Their relationships with
God, with each other, and with the world were broken,
devastated, ruined.

This is poverty in its most true and ultimate sense.
Incomparable riches—an unbroken relationship with
God and a harmonious relationship with the rest of
creation—have been squandered. Everything about our
existence has been impoverished as a result of sin.

A fallen world inhabited exclusively by sinners: that is
the essence of poverty. Sin, and the effects of sin throughout
creation, is the Poverty from which all other poverty flows.

Aswewill see in the next chapter, this reality should
have profound implications for how we understand, think
about, and respond to material poverty.
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Reflect, Discuss, Apply

1. Read Genesis 1:1-2:3. Why does God look at his
work and declare it good? Why is this important?

2. What was the only thing God said was “not good”?
What was mankind’s role within creation? What does
it mean to “subdue the earth and have dominion”?

4. Read Genesis 3:1-19. What impact did the Fall have
on Adam and Eve’s relationship with God, each other,
and the world?

5. How does thataffect your understanding of poverty?
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“Keying off of nine occurrences of “But God” in the English Bible,
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Casey’s style, you will have a fresh view of some critical Scripture,
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Dan Phillips, Pyromaniacs blog, author of The World-Tilting
Gospel (forthcoming from Kregel)
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thatleft thisreader morein awe of the grace of God. “

Aaron Armstrong, BloggingTheologically. com

““Casey Lute reminds us that nothing is impossible with God, that we
must always reckon with God, and that God bringslife out of death
and joy out of sorrow. “

Thomas R. Schreiner, Professor of New Testament
Interpretation, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“A mini-theology that will speak to the needs of every reader of this
small but powerful book. Read it yourself and you will be blessed.
Giveittoafriend and you willbe ablessing.”

William Varner, Prof. of Biblical Studies, The Master’s College
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“Thereisno greater need in our day
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broughtusnear to God’sheart. As
youread thisbook, you will sense
theneed to embrace your own
acceptance as God's adopted child.”
-Darrin Patrick, Pastor and author

“I can't recall ever hearing about, much less reading, a book like
this before. Simply put, this remarkable volume fills a much-
needed gap in our understanding of what the Bible says both
about God’s adoption of us and our adoption of others.I highly
recommend it.”

Sam Storms, Author of The Singing God: Discover the Joy
of Being Enjoyed by God

“The authors writing here are some of the most fearless thinkers and
activists in the Christian orphan care movement. Read. Be empow-
ered. And thenjoin Jesus for the orphans of the world.”

Russell D. Moore, Pastor and author of Adopted for Life

“With spiritual insight and effective teaching, Reclaiming Adop-
tion will help believers better understand our place with Christ
and work in his kingdom.”

Ed Stetzer, President, LifeWay Research

“Somethinglike..arevival,ishappeningright now inevangelical
theology...itmay have themomentum toreinvigorate evangelical
systematic theology...Themost promising signI'veseensofaristhe
newbook Reclaiming Adoption.”“
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Smooth Stones
Bringing Down the Giant
| Questions of Apologetics

by Joe Coffey

Street-level apologetics for
everyday Christians.

Becausefaithin Jesusmakes
sense. And youdon'tneed
anadvanced degree
tounderstand why.

“What a thrill for me to see Joe Coffey, a graduate of our first Centuri-
ons Program class, apply the biblical worldview principles weteach
at BreakPoint and the Colson Center. In this marvelouslittle book,
Joe simply and succinctly lays out the tenets of the Christian faith
within the context of the four key life and worldview questions. This
isan excellent resource for Christians and non-Christians alike who
are seeking the Truth.”

Chuck Colson, Founder of Prison Fellowship and the Colson
Center for Christian Worldview

“Thisbook may be the best resource I've seen to answer common
objectionsin everyday language.”
Jared Totten, Critical Thinking Blog

“A quickread that packs a punch..I'm always on the lookout for
somethinglike this. Smooth Stones is a winner.”

Mike del Rosario, ApologeticsGuyCom

“Most books on apologetics are too long, too deep, and too complicat-
ed. Thisbook hasnone of these defects. Like its title, it is like a smooth
stone from David's apologetic sling directed right to the mind of an
enquiringreader”

Norman L. Geisler, Distinguished Professor of Apologetics,
Veritas Evangelical Seminary, Murrieta, CA
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Innocent Blood
Challenging the Powers of Death
w With the Gospel of Life

JohnEnsor

Theshedding of innocentblood,
nowmarked an entire generation.
But God’s call to protect the
innocentisunchanged.

We canobey that call.

“God’s Word tells us to be prepared
to give an answer to everyone
who asks us a reason for the hope within us, and it also tells us
that we should do this with gentleness and respect. This book
does just that. With decades of experience and true wisdom,
John Ensor beautifully shows us how our glorious God delights
in our courageous fight for the innocent, and that he commands
us to fight, not with the words and weapons of man but with the
living and active Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Burk Parsons, pastor; editor of Tabletalk

“..a powerful indictment. There are areas of theology about which
sincere Christians can disagree, but this is not one of them.”
John Frame, Professor, Reformed Theological Seminary

“By showing how our activism is to be motivated and fueled
by the gospel, Ensor challenges us to devote our lives to
magnifying Jesus Christ through seeking justice for the unborn.”
Trevin Wax, author, editor at LifeWay Christian Resources

Stellar! John Ensor provides a bridge between the defense

of innocent human life and the proclamation of the gospel.

His concisely worded thesis is theologically grounded and

philosophically sound. I wholeheartedly recommend this book!
Scott Klusendorf, speaker and author
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Intentional Parenting
Family Discipleship by Design

by Tad Thompson

TheBigPictureand aSimplePlan—
That's What You Need to Do Family
Discipleship Well

This book will allow you to take all the
sermons, teachings, and exhortations
you have received on the topic of
family discipleship, make sense of it,
andputittouse.

“As parents, we know God has given us the responsibility to train our
childrenin his ways. But many parents don't know where or how to
start. Tad has done us all a favor by identifying seven key categories
of biblical teaching we can utilize in teaching our children godly
truth and principles. This easy-to-follow plan will help any parent
put the truth of God’s Word into their children’s hearts.”

Kevin Ezell, President, North American Mission Board,
Southem Baptist Convention; father of six

“Hereis a practical page-turner that encourages fathers to engage the
hearts of their families with truth and grace.In an age when truth is
either ignored or despised, it is refreshing to see a book written for
ordinary fathers who want their families to be sanctified by the truth.
Thompson writes with a grace which reminds us that parenting
flows from the sweet mercies of Christ..”

Joel Beeke, President, Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary

“Need an introductory text to the topic of discipling children? Here is
aclear, simple book on family discipleship, centered on the gospel
rather than human successes or external behaviors.”

James M. Hamilton, Associate Professor of Biblical
Theology, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
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The Organized Heart
A Woman's Guide to Conquering
Chaos

by Staci Eastin

Disorganized?
Youdontneedmorerules, the
latest technique, or anew gadget.

Thisbook will show you adifferent,
better way. A way grounded inthe
graceof God.

“Staci Eastin packs a gracious punch, full of insights about our
disorganized hearts and lives, immediately followed by the balm of
gospel-shaped hopes. Thisbook is ideal for accountability partners
and small groups.”

Carolyn McCulley, blogger, filmmaker, author of Radical Wom-
anhood andDid I Kiss Marriage Goodbye?

“Unless we understand the spiritual dimension of productivity, our
techniques will ultimately backfire. Find that dimension here. En-
couraging and uplifting rather than guilt-driven, thisbook can help
women who want tobe more organized but know that adding anew
methodisnotenough.”

Matt Perman, Director of Strategy at Desiring God, blogger,
author of the forthcoming book, What's Best Next: How the
Gospel Transforms the Way You Get Things Done

“Organizing a home canbe an insurmountable challenge for a wom-
an. The Organized Heart makes a unique connection betweenidols
of theheart and the ability to run a well-managed home. Thisisnot
ahow-to. Eastin looks at sin as the root problem of disorganization.
She offers a fresh new approach and onelrecommend, especially to
those of us who have tried all the other self-help models and failed.”

Aileen Challies, Mom of three, and wife of blogger, author, and
pastor Tim Challies
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Wrestling with an Angel
A Story of Love, Disability
and the Lessons of Grace

by GregLucas

Theriveting, inspiring true story
thatreadershave called

| “atouchstonebook of my life,”
and “alternately hilarious and

. heartbreaking,”abook that

N “turns the diamond of gracein
suchaway that youseefacets
younever really noticed before.”

“CS.Lewis wrote that he paradoxically loved The Lord of the Rings
becauseit ‘broke his heart'—and Greg Lucas writing does the same
forme”

Justin Taylor, Managing Editor, ESV Study Bible

“Witty... stunning... striking.. humorous and heartfelt. Wrestling with an
Angelprovides a fresh, honestlook at one father’s struggle toembrace
God in the midst of his son's disability. Can sheer laughter and weep-
ing gracefully coexist in a world of so much affliction? Greg knows all
about it. I highly recommend this wonderfully personal book!”
Joni Eareckson Tada, Joni and Friends International

“You will laugh; you will cry. You will feel sick; you will feel inspired.
You willbe repulsed by the ugliness of sin; you will be overwhelmed
by thelove of God. Greg Lucas takes us on an unforgettablerideashe
extracts the most beautiful insights into grace from the most painful
experiences of life.”

David P. Murray, Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

“Greg Lucas is a captivating storyteller. When he writes about life with
Jake, Irecognize God’s grace and loving persistence in my life. I want
morel’

Noél Piper, author, and wife of pastor and author John Piper
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Servanthood as Worship
ThePrivilege of Lifeina Local
Church

by Nate Palmer

Welservelbecausehefirst
[servedlus. -1John119[sortofl

What ever happened toservant-
hood? Hereisabiblical presenta-
tion of our calling toservein the
church, motivated by thegrace
thatisoursin the gospel.

“Inan age where the church canbe likened to Cinderella - beautiful,
butlargely ignored and forgotten - Nate Palmer’s brief book forces
us torethink both the church and our relationship to her. Inanage
where egocentrism ensures we sing, ‘O say, can you see - what'sin
it for me? on a weekly basis, Palmer forces us to say instead, How
canlIbest serve the church? Looking at the needs of othersrather
than one’s ownis possibly the most serious deficiency in the church
today. Reading this book will help redress the deficiency. I heartily
recommendit”

Derek WH. Thomas, Professor of Theology
Reformed Theological Seminary (Jackson)

“Think of these pages as a handbook. It contains a sustainable, practi-
cal vision for serving in the local church that is powered by grace.
Along the way, you'll get amini theological education.”

Justin Buzzard, pastor, San Francisco Bay Area, Buzzard Blog

“In our media-crazed, mefirst culture, the art of thebasin and the
towel has been shoved off onto those who get paid to serve -
certainly a call to serve in humility can'tbe God's will for all of us, or
could it? Nate Palmer gets at the heart of our resistance.. I strongly
recommend thisbook.”

[Elyse Fitzpatrick, author of Because He Loves Me
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Sexual Detox
A Guide for Guys Who Are
Sick of Porn

by Tim Challies

“Inanage when sexis worshipedasa
god, alittlebooklike this can goalong
way to helping men overcome sexual
addiction.”

-Pastor Mark Driscoll
Mars Hill Church
Acts29

“Online pornography is not just a problem for Christian men; itis THE
problem. Many men, young and old, in our churches need Sexual Detox.
Challies offers practical, doable and, above all, gospel-centered hope for
men.I want every manIserve and all the guys on our staff toread this
book.”

Tedd Tripp, Pastor, and author of Shepherding a Child’s Heart

“Tim Challies strikes just the right balance in this necessary work. His as-
sessment of the sexual epidemic in our culture is sober but not without
hope. His advice is practical but avoids a checklist mentality. His
discussion of sexual sin is frank without being inappropriate. Thisbook
willbea valuableresource.”

Kevin DeYoung, Pastor and author

“Thank God for using Tim to articulate simply and unashamedly the
truth about sex amidst a culture of permissiveness. Read itand believeit.”
Ben Zobrist, Tampa Bay Rays

“Sexual Detox is just what we need. It is clear, honest, and biblical,
written with a tone that is knowing but kind, exhortative but gracious,
realistic but determined. We have been given by Tim Challies a terrific
resource for fighting sin and exalting Christ.

Owen Strachan, Boyce College

CruciformPress.com/our-books
Ebook downloads $5.45 at http://bit.ly/CPebks



http://cruciformpress.com/our-books/sexual-detox
http://CruciformPress.com/our-books
http://bit.ly/CPebks

Cruciform
Living the Cross-Shaped Life

by Jimmy Davis

Thisis the shape of the gospel.

“Jimmy Davisloves the cross. This

littlebook will open your heartup to
seehow the crossis the center of all
of life. Welldone”

== —PaulMiller, Director of seeJesus.
f net,author of A PrayingLife

A

‘Jimmy Davis shows us how to cut through the fog of contemporary
Christian thinking to recover the Savior's plan for our lives.”
T. M. Moore, Dean, Chuck Colson’s Centurions Program

‘Jimmy shows from personal experience how alack of passion and
purpose, focus and fervor, compassion and conviction, is always due
to distance from the now-power of the gospel. I pray that through
thisbook you will rediscover the beauty and brilliance of the gospel
inbrand new ways.”

Tullian Tchividjian, Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church

“Cruciformis a theologically grounded and redemptively freeing
picture of alife spent boasting in the cross of Jesus.”
Scotty Smith, Christ Community Church
Thisbook will be a help to everyone struggling with ‘Why, God? Ibe-
lieve every person planning for,and serving, in a place of Christian
ministry should read thisbook.”

“Thisis a terrificbook for those breakfast discipleship groups.Itisthe
nextonelamgoingtouse”
Dr. William E. Brown, President, Cedarville University
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Licensed toKill
A Field Manual for Mortifying Sin

by Brian G.Hedges

Your soulisawar zone.
Know your enemy.
Leamtofight.

“A faithful, smart, Word-centered
guide”
- Wes Ward, Revive Our Hearls

“Are there things you hate that you end up doing anyway? Have you
tried to stop sinning in certain areas of your life, only to face defeat
over and over again? If youre ready to get serious about sin patterns
in your life—ready to put sin to death instead of trying to manage
it—thisbook outlines the only strategy that works. This isa book I will
return to and regularly recommend to others.”

Bob Lepine, Co-Host, FamilyLife Today

“Brian Hedges shows the importance of fighting the sin that so easily
entangles us and robs us of our freedom, by fleeing to the finished
work of Christ every day. Well done!”

Tullian Tchividjian, Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church; author,
Jesus +Nothing =Everything

“Rather than aiming at simple moral reformation, Licensed to Kill aims
at our spiritual transformation. Like any good field manual, this one
focuses on the most critical information regarding our enemy, and
gives practical instruction concerning the stalking and killing of sin.
Thisisatheologically solid and helpfully illustrated book that holds
out the gospel confidence of sin's ultimate demise.”

Joe Thorn, pastor and author, Note to Self: The Discipline of
Preaching to Yourself
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Grieving, Hope and Solace
When aLoved One Diesin Christ

by Albert N.Martin

Thereis comfortfor thegrief.
Thereare answers to the questions.
The Bible does offer hope, solace,
healing, and confidence.

Pastor AlbertMartinhasbeen
there.

“This tender book by a much-loved pastor, written after the death of
hisbeloved wife, offers comfort to those in tears. A rare guidebook to
teach us how to grieve with godliness, it is relevant to us all —if not for
today, then no doubt for tomorrow.”

Maurice Roberts, former editor, Banner of Truth magazine

“Albert N. Martin is a seasoned pastor, skilled teacher, and gifted writer
who has given us a priceless treasure in thisbook. All whoread these
pages will, unquestionably, be pointed to Christ and find themselves
greatly helped.”

Steve Lawson, Christ Fellowship Baptist Church, Mobile, AL

“Like turning the comer and being met by a glorious moonrise, or
discovering a painter or musician who touches usin the deepest
recesses of our being—thislittle book by Pastor Al Martin hasbeen
such an experience for me. Whether you are a pastor or counselor,
one whois experiencing the pangs of grief, oramember of the
church who wants to be useful to others, you need toread thisbook.”

JosephPipa, President, Greenville Presbyterian Theo.Sem.

“Personal tenderness and biblical teaching in a sweet book of com-
fort. Buy itand give it away, but make sure to get a copy for yourself.”
Dr. Joel R. Beeke, President, Puritan Reformed Theo. Sem.
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