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IntroDUCtIon

I believe this book can improve your life. It is a bold claim, I 
know, but it would not be worth my time writing, or your 
time reading, if I did not believe it. I wrote this book because I 
want you to do more better and because I believe you can. 

I don’t want you to do more stuff or take on more projects 
or complete more tasks. Not necessarily. I don’t want you to 
work longer hours or spend less time with your family and 
friends. I don’t want you to double your course load so you 
can blow through school faster. I want you to do more good. I 
want you to do more of what matters most, and I want you to 
do it better. That’s what I want for myself as well.

I wonder if you know that uncomfortable feeling that you 
are being neglectful toward at least some of life’s responsibili-
ties. I know it well. Have you ever seen a plate spinner doing 
his act? I watched one recently and though his act made for a 
good illustration of so many of our lives. He got his first plate 
spinning well, then moved on to a second and a third and a 
fourth and on down the line. Then he glanced over at the first 
and saw that it was just beginning to wobble. No sooner did he 
fix that one, then he had to dash back to the second, and back 
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and forth and around in circles, all the while keeping a dozen 
plates spinning without crashing to the ground. Do you know 
that feeling in your life?

It does not have to be that way. It should not be that way. 
You—even you!—can live a calm and orderly life, sure of your 
responsibilities and confident in your progress. You can lay 
your head on your pillow at night and rest easy.

Thousands of years ago a man named Solomon, king of 
Israel, wrote these words:

It is in vain that you rise up early 
 and go late to rest,  
eating the bread of anxious toil; 
 for he gives to his beloved sleep. (Psalm 127:2)

Even this king who ruled an entire nation, managed incon-
ceivable wealth, and led spectacular building projects was able 
to free himself from stress and anxiety, to rest from his work, 
and to enjoy sweet slumber. So why do we find it so difficult 
with our little lives?

Over the years I have invested a lot of effort in under-
standing productivity and the skill of getting things done. I 
love to make the best use of my time and energy, and I am 
constantly fine-tuning the ideas, tools, and systems that help 
me to remain that way. From time to time I even get to teach 
these things to other people and to help them do more better. It 
is always a thrill to see them getting it and living it.

In this little book I will share some of what I have learned 
along the way because I believe it can help you learn more than 
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you know now about living a productive life. That is not to 
say I have mastered it all. I am still learning and making small 
tweaks as I go. But I can say with confidence that what I will 
teach you really does work. It has brought order to my chaos 
and direction to my meandering. It has worked for many 
others as well.

The best way I know to teach these principles is to open up 
my life and to let you in a little bit. I will show you what I have 
learned, how I use my tools, how I build my systems, how I 
get stuff done. I think you will get the best value from this 
book if you read, observe, and imitate—at least at first. Then, 
as time goes on, you will inevitably adapt those tips you find 
especially helpful and discard the ones you do not. If I can spur 
your thinking so that you can do more better, I will consider 
this book a great success.

And now, to work! 
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one

Know YoUr 
PUrPoSe

You may be reading this book because your life feels chaotic 
and you long to introduce some kind of order. You may be 
suffering from a bit of that all-to-common “syllabus shock” 
and are trying to figure out how to find a few more hours in 
your day. You may be reading it because you have never really 
had to put much thought into time management and your new 
schedule has suddenly made it absolutely crucial. You may be 
reading it because you are always on the lookout for another 
tip or trick that can increase your efficiency just a little bit. 
Those are all good reasons and, no matter which of them fits 
you, I think you will find something here that can help.

But before we can get to the really practical stuff, you and I 
have a little bit of work to do. Even if you find yourself tempted 
to skip this chapter, I would ask you to resist that temptation. 
A small investment of time and attention right now will help 
build a foundation for all that will follow. If you skip ahead 
to chapter 5 or 6 and get right to the good stuff, you may be 
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proving that you are looking for quick fixes rather than lasting 
change.

So stick with me as we do some important work in the 
chapter ahead.

The FouNDaTIoN
No one has ever accused me of being handy. I can handle the 
very basics—hanging pictures or putting a coat of paint on the 
walls—but I am completely dependent upon my father-in-law 
or contractors to do much more than that. When I hear my 
friends talking about taping drywall, tinkering with pipes and 
wires, or installing doorways, I just slowly back away from 
the conversation. I know when I’m out of my league.

I haven’t ever peered inside the walls of my home, but I 
know that if I did I would find beams and posts and pillars. 
And if I went downstairs to the basement and pulled off 
the drywall there, I would find a foundation. These are the 
elements that hold up my house and hold it together. The 
house cannot be stronger than these elements. What follows 
in this chapter is the foundation of productivity. Productiv-
ity—true productivity—will never be better or stronger than 
the foundation you build it upon. So let’s make sure we are 
building upon a strong foundation.

a ProDucTIvITy caTechISM
An understanding of productivity needs to begin with an 
understanding of the reason you exist. Productivity is not 
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what will bring purpose to your life, but what will enable you 
to excel in living out your existing purpose.

I am going to lead you through a brief Productivity 
Catechism, a series of questions and answers. Only when you 
understand these foundational matters about your God-given 
purpose and mission will you be ready to get to work. Here is 
the first question:

Q1. Ultimately, why did God create you?
A. God created me to bring glory to him.

This is the question every human being wonders at one 
time or another, isn’t it? Why am I here? Why am I here 
instead of not here? Why did God create me? The Bible has 
an answer: “For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever” (Romans 11:36). All things 
exist to bring glory to God, and that includes each one of us. 
That includes you. 

God created you so he could receive glory from you and 
receive glory through you. That is an astonishing truth to 
consider and a deeply humbling one. When you grasp it and 
apply it, it transforms everything about your life. The simple 
fact is, you are not the point of your life. You are not the star 
of your show. If you live for yourself, your own comfort, your 
own glory, your own fame, you will miss out on your very 
purpose. God created you to bring glory to him.

Q2. How can you glorify God in your day-to-day life?

A. I can glorify God in my day-to-day life by doing 
good works.
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You may be comfortable with this idea that God created 
you to bring glory to him, but the question remains: what does 
it actually mean to do that? If you want to glorify God, do you 
need to quit school and give your tuition money to charity? If 
you want to glorify God, do you need to pack up everything 
you own and serve as a missionary in some distant, dangerous 
part of the world? Do you only truly glorify God on Sundays 
when you stand in church and sing the great songs of the 
Christian faith? Is God only honored through you when 
you read your Bible and pray? Or is there a way that you can 
glorify God all day and every day even in a very ordinary life?

Jesus answered this question when he said, “Let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 
Your good works are like a light, and when that light shines, it 
illuminates God. When people see that light, they aren’t meant 
to look at you and say, “He’s incredible” or “She’s amazing.” 
They are meant to look at God and say, “He is awesome.”

You do not glorify God only when you talk about him, or 
share his gospel with other people, or stand with hands raised 
in public worship. Those are all good actions, but they are not 
the only means through which you can bring glory to God. 
Far from it. You glorify God when you do good works. The 
apostle Peter wrote, “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation” (1 Peter 2:12). Your good works make God look 
great before a watching world.
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Q3. What are good works?
A. Good works are deeds done for the glory of God 

and the benefit of other people.

You know now that good works are important and that 
they bring glory to God. But what are these good works? Are 
they feeding the poor and adopting orphans? Are they giving 
money to the church, volunteering at the food bank, or visiting 
the elderly in their nursing homes? What are the good works 
you are called to do? The Bible assures you that good works 
are any deeds that are done for the benefit of other people and 
the glory of God.

You are already very good at doing things that benefit 
you. We all are. From your infancy you have become adept at 
expending effort toward your own comfort and survival. But 
when God saved you, he gave you a heart that longs to do good 
for others. Suddenly you long to do good to other people, even 
at great cost to yourself. After all, that is exactly what Christ 
did on the cross. It is what Christ did, and he calls on you to 
imitate him.

Good works, then, are any and all of those deeds you do 
for the benefit of others. If you are a mother and you simply 
cuddle and comfort your crying child, you are doing a good 
work that glorifies God, because you do it for the benefit of 
your child. If you work in an office environment and do your 
job with consideration to your clients and coworkers, you are 
doing good works that bring glory to God, because you are 
living outside yourself, doing what benefits the people in your 
life. If you are a student and apply yourself to your studies, you 
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are doing a good work that brings glory to God, because what 
you learn can and will be used someday to benefit other people. 
If you work in an office environment and do your job with 
consideration to your clients and coworkers, you are doing 
good works that bring glory to God, because you are living 
outside yourself, doing what benefits the people in your life.

There is no task in life that cannot be done for God’s glory. 
Again, this is what Jesus calls for in these simple words from 
the Sermon on the Mount: “Let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Q4. But you are a sinful person. Can you actually do 
good works?

A. Yes. Christians are able to do good works because 
of the finished work of Christ.

As a Christian you are aware of your sin. You know that 
your motives are never perfectly pure, that your desires are 
never perfectly selfless, that your actions are never perfectly 
just. Sometimes you do not even know your motives, and 
sometimes you do not even want to know them. If all of that is 
true, can you still do deeds that are good?

Yes, you can do good works. In fact, this is the very reason 
God saved you: “For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-
hand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). It is 
simple: God saved you so that you could do good works and 
in that way bring glory to him. Paul amplifies it even more in 
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his letter to Titus: “[Christ] gave himself for us to redeem us 
from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his 
own possession who are zealous for good works” (Titus 2:14). 
Christ gave up his life for you so that you could have a genuine 
zeal to do good works. Paul calls upon Christians to be good 
works zealots or good works extremists—to be absolutely 
committed in every way to doing good for others.

Take heart! You can actually do works that delight God. 
God is genuinely pleased when you do these works, even when 
you don’t do them as perfectly or as selflessly as you might wish, 
or even when you are uncertain about your motives. Though 
even your best deeds are far from perfect, God is pleased with 
them and accepts them with joy.

Q5. In what areas of life should you emphasize good 
works?

A. I ought to emphasize good works at all times and 
in all areas of life.

If you can bring glory to God in all areas, you should bring 
glory to God in all areas. There is no area of your life where 
you have no ability to do good to others and where you have no 
ability to bring glory to God. Paul said, “So, whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corin-
thians 10:31). To Titus he said, “The saying is trustworthy, and I 
want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed 
in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. 
These things are excellent and profitable for people” (Titus 3:8). 
To Timothy he wrote specifically of women and said, “Women 
should adorn themselves…with what is proper for women 
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who profess godliness—with good works” (1 Timothy 2:9-10), 
and to the church at Galatia he explained, “So then, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). Peter even 
tells you that God has supernaturally gifted you so that you can 
do even more good to others.

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever 
serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies—in order that in everything God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:10-11)

The Bible is clear: At every time and in every context you are 
able to do good to others, and so you should do good to others.

Q6. What is productivity?
A. Productivity is effectively stewarding my gifts, 

talents, time, energy, and enthusiasm for the good 
of others and the glory of God.

Now we come to it: what is productivity? Productivity 
is effectively stewarding your gifts, talents, time, energy, and 
enthusiasm for the good of others and the glory of God. Pro-
ductivity calls you to direct your whole life at this great goal 
of bringing glory to God by doing good for others. This call 
involves using your gifts, the spiritual gifts you were given 
when the Lord saved you; it involves deploying your talents, 
those areas of natural strength; it involves managing your time, 
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those 24 hours God gives you each day; it involves making use 
of your energy, the strength or vitality that ebbs and flows 
through the day and the week; and it even involves your 
enthusiasm, the passion and interest you can bring to those 
works you love to do. God calls you to take all of that and to 
apply it carefully, faithfully, and consistently to the great goal 
of doing good to others.

your PurPoSe
I trust this maxim establishes your purpose: to glorify God 
by doing good to others. There is no better plan and no higher 
ideal. So, ultimately, here is what productivity is all about and, 
therefore, what this book is all about: doing good to others. 

Are you a stay-at-home mom? This is the measure of 
your productivity. Are you a CEO with a corner office? This 
is the measure of your productivity, too. Are you a teacher, a 
toolmaker, a doctor, a driver? The same is true of you. Even 
while we are talking about tools, software, and systems, you 
need to remember this high and noble purpose behind it all: 
bringing glory to God by doing good to others. 
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two

AnSwer 
tHe CAll

Productivity is effectively stewarding your gifts, talents, time, 
energy, and enthusiasm for the good of others and the glory 
of God. This means that you are responsible to take all you 
have and direct it to this one great goal. You are responsible 
before God to excel in productivity. And it should be simple, 
right? You just need to do the best thing (good to others) for 
the best goal (the glory of God). And yet, if you are like me and 
like so many others, you have experienced lifelong struggles to 
be and to remain productive. If your purpose is so clear, why 
do you struggle so much?

ProDucTIvITy ThIeveS
We can all create long lists of reasons why we are not more pro-
ductive. But I believe that lurking behind most of our reasons 
are three main culprits, three productivity thieves: laziness, 
busyness, and the mean combination of thorns and thistles.



20

Do More Better – Student edition

LazINeSS
The first productivity thief is laziness. You do not need to look 
far into the pages of the Bible to see that laziness has always 
been a concern. The book of Proverbs especially has a lot to say 
to and about the sluggard. In his little commentary on this big 
book, Derek Kidner points out that the sluggard is “a figure 
of tragi-comedy, with his sheer animal laziness (he is more 
than anchored to his bed: he is hinged to it, 26:14), his pre-
posterous excuses (“there is a lion outside!” 26:13; 22:13) and 
his final helplessness.”1 As you study the sluggard throughout 
Proverbs you will see that he is a man who refuses to begin 
new ventures, a man who will not finish what he has begun, a 
man who will not face reality and, through it all, a man who 
is restless, helpless, and useless. His life is chaotic because his 
soul is chaotic. He cares little for God, so he cares little for 
those things that honor and glorify God—things like hard 
work and doing good for others.

There is something of the sluggard in most of us or 
perhaps in all of us—maybe even in you. If you want an excuse 
to be unproductive, you will inevitably find one, and if you 
can’t find one, you will manufacture one. And it could be that 
today’s world offers more ways of lazily procrastinating than 
ever before. When you ought to be working on your computer, 
you are only ever one or two clicks away from checking out 
your friends on Facebook or welcoming a few minutes of 
mindless entertainment on YouTube. Text messages provide a 
welcome distraction from deep thinking, and binge watching 
the latest series on Netflix can set you back a week. You are 
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surrounded by temptations to laziness and may succumb far 
more often than you think. It could be that laziness is what 
stands between you and true productivity.

BuSyNeSS
The second productivity thief is busyness. This is, of course, 
the very opposite of laziness—doing too much instead of 
doing too little. But it is no more noble a trait.

Busyness is a tricksy little fish. While it has undoubt-
edly always been a problem and a temptation, I do wonder 
if, again, we suffer from busy syndrome more today than we 
did in the past. After all, our society often judges us and ranks 
us according to our busyness. Although we complain about 
being busy, we also find that it validates us, as if we have only 
two choices before us: doing far too little or far too much. We 
somehow assume that our value is connected to our busyness.

But busyness cannot be confused with diligence. It cannot 
be confused with faithfulness or fruitfulness.2 Participating in 
every club and being involved in every ministry while taking 
a full course load may make you feel good, but it doesn’t nec-
essarily indicate you are being truly diligent. “Busyness does 
not mean you are a faithful or fruitful Christian. It only means 
you are busy, just like everyone else.”3 Busyness may make you 
feel good about yourself and give the illusion of getting things 
done, but it probably just means that you are directing too little 
attention in too many directions, that you are prioritizing all 
the wrong things, and that your productivity is suffering.
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BuSyLazy
What is both remarkable and absurd is that these two traits 
can even collide to form a kind of superstorm. In fact, one of 
the reasons I developed such a deep need and appreciation for 
productivity is that this combination is exactly what I saw in 
my own life. I am naturally lazy which means I am prone to 
ignore or procrastinate my responsibilities. That essay could 
wait a few more days, that book could sit there a bit longer, that 
bill hadn’t come back with “final notice” yet, I could have that 
heart-to-heart with my friend tomorrow. But eventually the 
bill came due and the essay needed to be handed in and my 
friend just needed to talk, and I went from lazy to frantic, from 
idle to crazy. The times of busyness would then make me so 
worn out that I would experience a crash and convince myself 
I had earned the right to lay low and be inactive for a little while.

ThorNS & ThISTLeS
Busyness and laziness are both issues that arise from within. 
They are deficiencies in character that then work themselves 
out in our lives. And, as if they weren’t already difficult enough, 
we also face challenges that come from outside ourselves.

God created us to live perfectly in a perfect world in which 
everything was working with us and for us. But then man 
rebelled against God and when he did that, God explained 
to him that there must be consequences. These consequences 
would extend all the way to work, to productivity. “Cursed 
is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 
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you; and you shall eat the plants of the field” (Genesis 3:17b-
18). The punishment was not work itself, but the difficulty 
that would now accompany work. What had once been easy 
would now be difficult. The ground that had once brought 
forth only good plants would now be a battleground between 
good plants and the thorns and thistles that would threaten to 
choke them out.

What is true for farming would also be true for every 
other job. Every task would face these “thorns and thistles,” 
these difficulties that would constantly threaten productivity. 
And even today each one of us, no matter our vocation, has to 
grapple with them, to keep them at bay. 

The rooT ProBLeM
It could be busyness, it could be laziness, it could be the 
thorns and thistles, or it could be just about anything else, but 
whatever keeps you from doing good to others is a problem—a 
serious problem. It is a problem that keeps you from doing the 
very work God has called you to in the short time he gives 
you in this season of life as a student. Which means that the 
absence of productivity or the presence of woefully dimin-
ished productivity is first a theological problem. It is a failure 
to understand or apply the truths God reveals in the Bible.

Do you want to live in such a way that you do good to 
others and bring glory to God? Of course you do. Then what 
is it that keeps you from it? What is it that diminishes your 
productivity or steals it altogether? Whatever the answer is 



24

Do More Better – Student edition

needs to be identified and rooted out. It needs to be destroyed 
and replaced for the good of others and the glory of God.

a caLL To acTIoN
This kind of true, biblical productivity calls you to action in 
all of life: You need to structure and organize your life so that 
you can do the maximum good for others and thus bring the 
maximum glory to God. Jesus calls you to let your light shine 
before others, and this light is more like a dimmer switch than 
a simple on and off button. You can reflect more or less of that 
light to shine before men. The more you let your light shine, 
the more others will see of your good deeds, and the more they 
will glorify God. You have the choice before you each day.

This truth means that productivity is not just about what 
you do in school. It is not just about your success in the one 
task that consumes the greatest part of your time and attention 
each week. It is about all of life. It is about your personal life, your 
family life, your church life, and everything else.

a caLL To characTer
The kind of productivity I have described here is not only 
about what you do, but also about who you are. You need to 
be a certain kind of person before you can live this life.

What kind of person do you need to be? You need to be 
a Christian—a person who has believed in Jesus Christ and 
received forgiveness for your sins, a person who has given up 
living for yourself and begun living for the glory of God. If 
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you have truly trusted in Christ, you will long to be like Christ, 
to put to death all the sin that is in you, and to come alive to 
all righteousness and holiness. You will long to do whatever it 
takes to make God look great.

God calls you to productivity, but he calls you to the 
right kind of productivity. He calls you to be productive for 
his sake, not your own. While this book will emphasize tools 
and systems and other important elements of productivity, 
nothing is more important than your own holiness and your 
own godliness. No amount of organization and time manage-
ment will compensate for a lack of Christian character, not 
when it comes to this great calling of glory through good—
bringing glory to God by doing good to others.

a chaLLeNge
I am glad that you want to emphasize productivity, but there is 
no great gain in being a productivity monster if the rest of your 
life is out of control. Productivity—doing good—has to extend 
to all of life, not just to one part of it. It has been widely shown, 
and it has been my experience, that there are certain habits and 
practices in life that are predictors to success in other areas of 
life. Displaying discipline and self-control in one area shores it 
up in others; conversely, neglecting discipline and self-control 
in any major area makes it all the more difficult to emphasize 
it in others. There can be a kind of chain reaction that leads to 
greater order or greater chaos.

Even if you are certain that greater productivity is the 
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most pressing need in your life, I would encourage you to look 
wider and to choose at least one other major habit to emphasize 
at the same time. If you have been neglectful in your personal 
devotions, make that a habit you commit to. If you’ve been 
slacking off in attending church and fully participating in the 
life of the church, determine that you will not allow school 
to provide a handy excuse for shirking your responsibilities. 
Exercise may be the most important and the most obvious of 
these habits and one that will improve just about every other 
area of life. Even while you pursue productivity, select another 
one or two habits to emphasize in parallel, and look for that 
chain reaction.

Action: Choose at least one habit other than productivity 
that you will pursue as you read and apply this book.



“Online pornography is not just a problem for Christian men; it is THE 
problem. Many men, young and old, in our churches need Sexual 
Detox. Challies offers practical, doable and, above all, gospel-centered 
hope for men. I want every man I serve and all the guys on our staff 
to read this book.”

Tedd Tripp, Pastor, and author of Shepherding a Child’s Heart 

“Tim Challies strikes just the right balance in this necessary work. His 
assessment of the sexual epidemic in our culture is sober but not 
without hope. His advice is practical but avoids a checklist mentality. 
His  discussion of sexual sin is frank without being inappropriate. 
This book will be a valuable resource.”

Kevin DeYoung, Pastor and author

“Thank God for using Tim to articulate simply and unashamedly the 
truth about sex amidst a culture of permissiveness.”

Ben Zobrist, Tampa Bay Rays

“Sexual Detox is just what we need. It is clear, honest, and biblical,  
written with a tone that is knowing but kind, exhortative but gracious, 
realistic but determined. We have been given by Tim Challies a ter-
rific resource for fighting sin and exalting Christ. 

Owen Strachan, Boyce College

Sexual Detox 
A Guide for Guys  Who Are 
Sick of Porn
by Tim Challies

90 pages
bit.ly/SDetox

http://cruciformpress.com/our-books/sexual-detox
http://bit.ly/SDetox


“Staci Eastin packs a gracious punch, full of insights about our 
disorganized hearts and lives, immediately followed by the balm of 
gospel-shaped hopes. This book is ideal for accountability partners 
and small groups.”

Carolyn McCulley, blogger, filmmaker, author of Radical Wom-
anhood and Did I Kiss Marriage Goodbye?

“Unless we understand the spiritual dimension of productivity, our 
techniques will ultimately backfire. Find that dimension here. En-
couraging and uplifting rather than guilt-driven, this book can help 
women who want to be more organized but know that adding a new 
method is not enough.”

Matt Perman, Director of Strategy at Desiring God, blogger, 
author of the forthcoming book, What’s Best Next: How the 
Gospel Transforms the Way You Get Things Done

“Organizing a home can be an insurmountable challenge for a wom-
an. The Organized Heart makes a unique connection between idols 
of the heart and the ability to run a well-managed home. This is not 
a how-to. Eastin looks at sin as the root problem of disorganization. 
She offers a fresh new approach and one I recommend, especially to 
those of us who have tried all the other self-help models and failed.” 

Aileen Challies, Mom of three, and wife of blogger, author, and 
pastor Tim Challies

The Organized Heart
A Woman’s Guide to Conquering
Chaos

by Staci Eastin

Disorganized?  You don’t need 
more rules, the  latest technique, or 
a new gadget.  

This book will show you a different, 
better way. A way grounded in the 
grace of God.  

bit.ly/oheart

http://cruciformpress.com/our-books/the-organized-heart
http://bit.ly/OHeart


“What a thrill for me to see Joe Coffey, a graduate of our first Centuri-
ons Program class, apply the biblical worldview principles we teach 
at BreakPoint and the Colson Center. In this marvelous little book, 
Joe simply and succinctly lays out the tenets of the Christian faith 
within the context of the four key life and worldview questions. This 
is an excellent resource for Christians and non-Christians alike who 
are seeking the Truth.”

Chuck Colson, Founder of Prison Fellowship and the Colson 
Center for Christian Worldview

“This book may be the best resource I’ve seen to answer common 
objections in everyday language.”

Jared Totten, Critical Thinking Blog

“A quick read that packs a punch … . I’m always on the lookout for  
something like this. Smooth Stones is a winner. ”

Mike del Rosario, ApologeticsGuy.Com

“Most books on apologetics are too long, too deep, and too complicat-
ed. This book has none of these defects. Like its title, it is like a smooth 
stone from David’s apologetic sling directed right to the mind of an 
enquiring reader”

Norman L. Geisler, Distinguished Professor of Apologetics, 
Veritas Evangelical Seminary, Murrieta, CA

Smooth Stones 
Bringing Down the Giant 
Questions of Apologetics 

by Joe Coffey

Street-level apologetics for 
everyday Christians.  

Because faith in Jesus makes 
sense.  And you don’t need 
an advanced degree 

to understand why.   

bit.ly/cPStones

http://cruciformpress.com/our-books/smooth-stones
http://bit.ly/CPStones


“Jerry Bridges’ gift for simple but deep spiritual communication is fully 
displayed in this warm-hearted, biblical spelling out of the Christian’s 
true identity in Christ.”

J. I. Packer, Theological Editor, ESV Study Bible; author,   
Knowing God, A Quest for Godliness, Concise Theology

“I know of no one better prepared than Jerry Bridges to write Who 
Am I? He is a man who knows who he is in Christ and he helps us to 
see succinctly and clearly who we are to be. Thank you for another 
gift to the Church of your wisdom and insight in this book.”

R.C. Sproul , founder, chairman, president, Ligonier Ministries; 
executive editor, Tabletalk magazine; general editor,  The  
Reformation Study Bible
 

“Who Am I? answers one of the most pressing questions of our time 
in clear gospel categories straight from the Bible. This little book is a 
great resource to ground new believers and remind all of us of what 
God has made us through faith in Jesus. Thank the Lord for Jerry 
Bridges, who continues to provide the warm, clear, and biblically 
balanced teaching that has made him so beloved to this generation 
of Christians.”

Richard D. Phillips, Senior Minister, Second Presbyterian 
Church, Greenville, SC

Who Am I?  
Identity in Christ

by Jerry Bridges

Jerry Bridges unpacks Scripture  
to give the Christian eight clear, 
simple, interlocking answers to 
one of the most essential  
questions of life. 

91 pages          bit.ly/WHOAMI

http://cruciformpress.com/product/who-am-i/
http://bit.ly/WHOAMI


“So long as we live Christ-honoring lives, speak of Christ to the 
lost, recognize the world-defying power of gospel witness in 
any form, and make music that does not compromise biblical 
teaching, we’re free—joyfully, exuberantly free—to rap as we see 
fit. This book makes the case better than I can. You should dig into 
it. You’ll learn much historically, you’ll be blessed by Curt’s scriptural 
and theological reflections, and you’ll have fun doing it....Almost as 
much fun as I’m having watching the Lord use my brother as he 
speaks a prophetic word and blesses God’s church through the use 
of his artistic and literary gifts.”

Owen Strachan, Director, Center on Gospel and Culture,  
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

“A very sane and very good introduction to a much controverted 
subject....I have read a lot of cultural analysis, and Allen comes 
to the subject in fresh ways....this was a really valuable book, and 
I highly recommend it. I didn’t find myself colliding with any of 
its basic assumptions on cultural engagement....Gifted Christian 
poets and lyricists should never be content with throwing their 
words down into the sinkhole of momentary culture. They 
should be aiming for something higher, and books like this help.”

Douglas Wilson, author, pastor

Does God Listen to Rap?
Christians and the World’s Most 
Controversial Music

by Curtis “Voice” Allen

How can Christians think  
biblically about art forms 
that have sinful roots? This 
Reformed Rap pioneer offers 
a fascinating history of the de-
velopment of rap, tells his own 
story, and unpacks some vital 
Scripture passages about faith 
and the arts.            bit.ly/god-rap

https://cruciformpress.com/product/does-god-listen-to-rap/
https://cruciformpress.com/product/does-god-listen-to-rap/


“Is the fear of God merely an Old-Testament doctrine? Does hell 
glorify God? Will we party with Pol Pot, Vlad the Impaler, Stalin, the 
Marquis de Sade, and Satan in heaven? And what about Bill Maher? 
For answers to these and other questions, this thought-provoking, 
bracing corrective to the soapy bromides of recent volumes on 
this subject may be just the ticket. And have we mentioned that it’s 
entertaining and encouraging?”

Eric Metaxas, New York Times Best-selling author of  
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy 

“The Most Encouraging Book on Hell Ever is also one of the wisest. This 
book is crammed with hilarious quips, but the message is deadly 
serious. Losing the doctrine of hell isn’t trivial. It means losing truth, 
righteousness, and grace. Ultimately it means losing God. Thor’s book 
uses humor to disarm readers just enough to deliver this crucial and 
timely message.”

Drew Dyck, managing editor of Leadership Journal, a  
Christianity Today publication

“Praise God for Thor! The end must be getting near as Christians are 
actually getting funny. After a few pages, you’ll realize this ain’t your 
grandma’s book about hell… but she’d love it just the same. Because 
it’s only funny in the right places.”

Stephen Baldwin, actor, author, radio host 

The Most Encouraging 
Book on Hell Ever
by Thor Ramsey

The biblical view of hell is under 
attack. But if hell freezes over, we 
lose a God of love and holiness, 
the good new of Jesus Christ, and 
more. 

This book was written because hell 
glorifies God.

bit.ly/HELLBOOK

http://cruciformpress.com/product/the-most-encouraging-book-on-hell-ever
http://cruciformpress.com/product/the-most-encouraging-book-on-hell-ever
http://bit.ly/HELLBOOK


“Peter Krol has done us a great service by writing the book Knowable 
Word. It is valuable for those who have never done in-depth Bible 
study and a good review for those who have. I look forward to using 
this book to improve my own Bible study.’”  

Jerry Bridges, author, The Pursuit of Holiness, and many more 

“It is hard to over-estimate the value of this tidy volume. It is clear and 
uncomplicated. No one will be off-put by this book. It will engage the 
novice and the serious student of Scripture. It works as a solid read 
for individuals or as an exciting study for a small group.”

Tedd Tripp, pastor and author  (from the Foreword)  

“At the heart of Knowable Word is a glorious and crucial conviction: 
that understanding the Bible is not the preserve of a few, but the 
privilege and joy of all God’s people. Peter Krol’s book demystifies 
the process of reading God’s Word and in so doing enfranchises the 
people of God. I warmly encourage you to read it.. ” 

Dr. Tim Chester, The Porterbrook Network

“Here is an excellent practical guide to interpreting the Bible. Krol has 
thought through, tested, and illustrated in a clear, accessible way ba-
sic steps in interpreting the Bible, and made everything available in a 
way that will encourage ordinary people to deepen their own study.” 

Vern Poythress, Westminster Theological Seminary 

Knowable Word 
Helping Ordinary People Learn 
to Study the Bible

by Peter Krol 
Foreword by Tedd Tripp

Observe...Interpret...Apply

Simple concepts at the heart of 
good Bible study.  Learn the basics 
in a few minutes—gain skills for 
a lifetime. The spiritual payoff is 
huge…ready?

108 pp.   bit.ly/Knowable

http://cruciformpress.com/product/knowable-word
http://cruciformpress.com/product/knowable-word/


“Jonathan Holmes has the enviable ability to say a great deal in a few 
words. Here is a wonderful primer on the nature of biblical friend-
ship—what it means and why it matters.”

Alistair Begg, Truth for Life; Senior Pastor, Parkside Church 

“Jonathan has succeeded in giving us a picture of how normal, daily, 
biblical friend-ships can be used by God to mold us into the likeness 
of Christ. If you want a solid, fresh way of re-thinking all of your rela-
tionships, read this book.” 

Dr. Tim S. Lane, co-author, How People Change

“A robust and relevant GPS for intentional and vulnerable gospel-
centered friendships.…a great book not only for individuals, but also 
for small groups…a signifi-cant contribution to the Kingdom.” 

Robert W. Kellemen, Exec. Dir., Biblical Counseling Coalition 

“Short. Thoughtful. Biblical. Practical. I’m planning to get my friends to 
read this book so we can transform our friendships.” 

Deepak Reju, Pastor of Biblical Counseling, Capitol Hill Baptist

“Filled with answers that are equally down-to-earth, nitty-gritty, and 
specific....taking us where we need to go with warmth and wisdom.” 

Wesley Hill, author, Washed and Waiting

The Company We Keep 
In Search of Biblical Friendship

by Jonathan Holmes 
Foreword by Ed Welch

Biblical friendship is deep, honest, 
pure,  tranparent, and liberating. 

It is also attainable.  

112 pages 
bit.ly/B-Friend

http://cruciformpress.com/product/the-company-we-keep
http://cruciformpress.com/product/the-company-we-keep


““This is a book the church has desperately needed for some time. It is 
simply excellent. It will challenge you and guide you in navigating in 
a more Christlike manner the host of questions surrounding same-
sex attraction and the local church.”

Danny Akin, Pres., Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

““To stand on what we believe is clear in Scripture, and to be a friend, 
at the same time – this book is an important next step for Christian 
literature on same-sex attraction. It doesn’t simply guide us in wise 
engagement; it guides us in friendships where there is mutual 
enjoyment and appreciation. And Brad does this in such a way that 
he doesn’t cut any theological corners but makes such friendships a 
necessary expression of our theology.”

Ed Welch, counselor and faculty member, Christian  
Counseling and Educational Foundation 

““Whenever Jesus encountered a sexual minority, he responded 
with love and friendship instead of shame. Brad Hambrick helps us 
see how we, too, can create safe space and belonging for our LGBTQ 
friends. Why? So that these friends, too, can encounter the grace and 
truth of Jesus. I highly recommend this book.”

Scott Sauls, pastor, Christ Presbyterian Church, Nashville

Do Ask, Do Tell, Let’s 
Talk

Why and How Christians Should

Have Gay Friends

by Brad Hambrick

Conversations among friends 
accomplish more than debates 
between opponents.

118 pages   bit.ly/DoAsk

https://cruciformpress.com/product/do-ask-do-tell-lets-talk/
https://cruciformpress.com/product/do-ask-do-tell-lets-talk/
https://cruciformpress.com/product/do-ask-do-tell-lets-talk/


““Breeden and Ward offer a biblical, witty, and persuasive reply to a 
pressing question. Can I Smoke Pot? is a must read for young people 
and their pastors. I’ve already started reading selections to my own 
teens.” 

Chad Van Dixhoorn, Chancellor’s Professor of Historical  
Theology, Reformed Theological Seminary – Washington DC

““This book deals with the important questions, using Scripture as its 
basis for ethical decision-making. With a good summary of biblical 
teaching on a number of relevant principles, it shows the possibility 
of medicinal use but rejects recreational use of marijuana. It is clear 
and engaging; it has sound arguments and sensitivity to our human 
condition.” 

Vern Poythress, Professor of New Testament Interpretation, 
Westminster Theological Seminary

“Can I Smoke Pot? is a good summary of the biblical teaching relevant 
to the use of marijuana. Authors Ward and Breeden have written it in 
language easily understood by young people. It makes a strong case 
against the recreational use of pot while recognizing the possible 
medical benefits of it.  

Dr. John Frame, Professor of Systematic Theology &  
Philosophy, Reformed Theological Seminary

Can I Smoke Pot?
Marijuana in Light of Scripture

by Tom Breeden and  
Mark L. Ward, Jr.

God made pot. It’s natural. And it’s 
legal in more and more places.  
And Christians are allowed to 
drink alcohol, right? 

So really...what’s the issue?  

101 pages   bit.ly/POTBOOK

https://cruciformpress.com/product/can-i-smoke-pot/
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